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Panda

•
W

hy do you think the panda’s living area got sm
aller?

–
D

eforestation
•

D
eforestation caused bam

boo plants to decrease significantly-
Significant part of Panda D

iet
•

Pandas then had to m
ove to w

here Bam
boo grow

s (couldn't w
ait for 

new
 Bam

boo to grow
 because this can take up to 100 years)

–
H

unted by hum
ans

•
H

unting pandas is now
 illegal in China

M
ove 1



3



M
ove 2

Locust

•
W

hy do you think the locust w
ere able to expand into new

 areas?
–

Locust m
oved because there w

ere abundant resources close by.
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M
ove 3

W
hales, Birds, and Butterflies

•
Som

e anim
als only m

ove for part of the year because the environm
ent that they 

live in becom
es tem

porarily undesirable.
•

W
hat do you call it w

hen anim
als m

ove during specific tim
es of the year?

–
M

igration
•

W
hat are som

e anim
als that m

igrate?
–

Birds
–

W
hales

–
Butterflies

•
W

hy do som
e anim

als m
igrate?

–
To reproduce

–
For a food source
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Cam
el

•
D

escribe the environm
ent that cam

els live in. 
–

H
ot, barren, little food and w

ater
•

A
nim

als store fat so that w
hen it is needed, their bodies can burn the fat to 

produce energy
•

Energy can be a substitute for food and w
ater. 

•
D

o you think fat is im
portant for cam

els?
–

Yes, it allow
s them

 to go for days w
ithout eating. 

•
W

hy do w
hales have fat (blubber) all over their bodies?

–
W

hales have fat (blubber) all over their bodies to stay w
arm

. 
•

W
hy w

ould fat all over a cam
el’s body be a problem

?
–

The cam
el w

ould get too hot. 
•

W
hat adaptation do cam

els have? 
–

H
um

p
•

W
hat is stored in a cam

el’s hum
p? 

–
Fat

•
W

hat w
ould happen if a cam

el w
as born w

ithout the ability to form
 a hum

p? 
–

M
ight get too hot if fat is stored around its body

–
M

ight not be able to go for long periods w
ithout food and w

ater
•

If a cam
el w

as born in an area w
ith lots of food and w

ater, w
ould the cam

els 
hum

p go aw
ay?

–
N

o, it takes m
any generations to develop/loose adaptations.

A
dapt 1
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A
dapt 2

G
iraffe

•
D

escribe the environm
ent that giraffes live in. 

–
G

rass, som
e tall trees, savannas

•
W

hat do giraffes eat?
–

G
rass 

•
W

hat other anim
als live in the sam

e area as giraffes?
–

Zebras, lions, gazelles, etc. 
•

W
hat do zebras and gazelles eat? 
–

G
rass 

•
D

o you think there is com
petition for food that giraffes m

ight eat?
–

Yes, from
 zebras, gazelles, etc. 

•
Besides grass, w

hat else could giraffes eat?
–

Leaves off of trees
•

W
hy are giraffes better equipped to eat tree leaves?
–

The have a long neck and are tall.  This is the giraffes adaptation.
•

If a giraffe w
as put in an area w

ith lots of low
 vegetation, w

ould the giraffes neck shrink?
–

N
o, it takes m

any generations to develop/lose adaptations.
•

G
iraffes necks do not continue to get bigger because G

iraffe’s w
ith longer necks need m

ore nutrients to 
survive and during a drought it is harder to get these nutrients. Therefore there is a check and balance 
system

. In addition, leaves during a drought grow
 low

er to the ground, w
hich m

akes com
petition for the 

long neck giraffes w
ith other giraffes. 

•
W

hat w
ould happen if a giraffe w

as born w
ith a short neck? 

–
M

ight not have enough food to survive. 
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D
ie 1

Saber-Toothed Cat (extinct 7.2 m
illion years ago)

•
W

hat adaptation did saber-tooth cats have to live in their environm
ent? 

–
Large teeth to catch prey

•
W

hat did saber-toothed cats eat?
–

Large prey
•

D
o you think that saber-toothed cats w

ere able to catch sm
aller prey such as a 

m
ouse?
–

N
o, it w

ould be hard because their tw
o large teeth w

ould get in the w
ay. 

•
A

fter all of the large prey died off, saber-toothed cats w
ere not able to catch 

sm
aller prey (such as m

ice) and did not have enough to eat. This led to their 
extinction. 
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Little Sw
an Island H

utia (extinct in 1955)

•
Lived on a sm

all island in H
onduras

•
H

urricane cam
e and devastated the island. In addition, house cats w

ere 
introduced to the island, w

hich played a role in the extinction. 
•

This rodent could not adapt quickly enough and thus died off and becam
e 

extinct. 
•

H
ow

 long does it take for a species to m
ake adaptations?

–
It takes a long tim

e! O
ver several generations. 

•
Is it beneficial for a species to be in larger or sm

aller area? 
–

It is m
ore beneficial for a species to be spread out over a large area. D

ie 2
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